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(57) ABSTRACT

In an image forming apparatus, a coating layer of each of a
photoconductor drum and a collecting roller has been formed
by a dipping method in which a base body of each of the
photoconductor drum and the collecting roller is dipped in a
liquid in a state where the base body is in a vertical attitude
such that a first end of the base body faces down and a second
end of the base body faces up. The collecting roller is sup-
ported in a state where the first end of the collecting roller
base body and the second end of the drum base body face a
same direction.

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the corresponding Japanese Patent Application
No.2014-209647 filed on Oct. 14, 2014, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to an electrophotographic
image forming apparatus.

In general, an electrophotographic image forming appara-
tus includes a photoconductor drum, a charging roller, and a
developing portion. The photoconductor drum carries an
image. The charging roller charges the photoconductor drum.
The developing portion develops an electrostatic latent image
on the surface of the photoconductor drum. The photocon-
ductor drum includes a base body and a coating layer. The
base body has a cylindrical outer circumferential surface. The
coating layer is formed on the outer circumferential surface of
the base body, and includes a charge transport material. Here-
inafter, the coating layer of the photoconductor drum is
referred to as a drum coating layer.

In addition, the developing portion of the image forming
apparatus includes a developing roller for supplying devel-
oper to the photoconductor drum. Furthermore, in case the
developer is two-component developer that includes carrier,
the developing portion may include a carrier collecting roller
for collecting particles of the carrier that have moved to the
surface of the photoconductor drum.

SUMMARY

An image forming apparatus according to an aspect of the
present disclosure includes a photoconductor drum and a
developing portion. The photoconductor drum is configured
to carry a toner image while rotating. The developing portion
includes a developing roller and a collecting roller. The pho-
toconductor drum includes: a drum base body having a cylin-
drical outer circumferential surface; and a drum coating layer
formed on the outer circumferential surface of the drum base
body. The drum coating layer includes a charge transport
material. The drum coating layer has been formed by a dip-
ping method in which the drum base body is dipped in a first
liquid in a state where the drum base body is in a vertical
attitude such that a first end of the drum base body faces down
and a second end of the drum base body faces up. The devel-
oping roller supplies charged toner to the photoconductor
drum. The collecting roller is rotatably supported, in a state of
not contacting the photoconductor drum, at a position more
on a downstream side in a rotation direction of the photocon-
ductor drum than the developing roller. A bias is applied to the
collecting roller, wherein a polarity of a potential difference
of the bias to the photoconductor drum is the same as a
charging polarity of the toner. The collecting roller includes:
a collecting roller base body having a cylindrical outer cir-
cumferential surface; and a collecting roller coating layer
formed on the outer circumferential surface of the collecting
roller base body. The collecting roller coating layer has been
formed by the dipping method in which the collecting roller
base body is dipped in a second liquid in a state where the
collecting roller base body is in a vertical attitude such that a
first end of the collecting roller base body faces down and a
second end of the collecting roller base body faces up. The
collecting roller is supported in a state where the collecting

10

25

35

40

45

2

roller and the photoconductor drum are opposed to each other
and the first end of the collecting roller base body and the
second end of the drum base body face a same direction.
This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description with reference where appropriate to
the accompanying drawings. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope of
the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the claimed subject
matter is not limited to implementations that solve any or all
disadvantages noted in any part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of an image forming
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of a photoconductor
drum and a developing device in an image forming portion of
the image forming apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the photoconductor
drum of the image forming apparatus according to the first
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the photoconductor
drum, a developing roller, and a collecting roller in the image
forming portion of the image forming apparatus according to
the first embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a configuration diagram of the photoconductor
drum and the developing device in the image forming portion
of the image forming apparatus according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following describes embodiments of the present dis-
closure with reference to the attached drawings. It should be
noted that the following embodiments are examples of spe-
cific embodiments of the present disclosure and should not
limit the technical scope of the present disclosure.

First Embodiment

First, a description is given of an image processing appa-
ratus 10 according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2. The image pro-
cessing apparatus 10 is an electrophotographic image form-
ing apparatus. As shown in FIG. 1, the image forming appa-
ratus 10 includes, in a housing 100, a sheet supply portion 2,
a sheet conveying portion 3, toner supply portions 40, an
image forming portion 4, an optical scanning portion 5, and a
fixing portion 6.

The image forming apparatus 10 shown in FIG. 1 is a
tandem image forming apparatus and is a color printer. As a
result, the image forming portion 4 includes an intermediate
transfer belt 48, a secondary cleaning device 480, and a sec-
ondary transfer device 49.

In addition, the image forming portion 4 includes a plural-
ity of single-color image forming portions 4x that respec-
tively correspond to the colors of cyan, magenta, yellow, and
black. Furthermore, the image forming apparatus 10 includes
aplurality of toner supply portions 40 that supply toner 91 of
the colors cyan, magenta, yellow, and black respectively to a
plurality of developing devices 43 that are described below.

It is noted that the image forming apparatus 10 is, for
example, a printer, a copier, a facsimile, or a multifunction
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peripheral. The multifunction peripheral has a function of the
printer, a function of the copier, and the like.

The sheet supply portion 2 includes a sheet receiving por-
tion 21 and a sheet feed portion 22. The sheet receiving
portion 21 is configured to store a plurality of recording sheets
9 stacked therein. It is noted that the recording sheet 9 is a
sheet-like image formation medium such as a sheet of paper,
a sheet of coated paper, a postcard, an envelope, or an OHP
sheet.

The sheet feed portion 22 is configured to feed a recording
sheet 9 from the sheet receiving portion 21 to a conveyance
path 30, by rotating while in contact with the recording sheet
9.

The sheet conveyance portion 3 includes a registration
roller 31, a conveyance roller 32, and a discharge roller 33.
Theregistration roller 31 and the conveyance roller 32 convey
the recording sheet 9 supplied from the sheet supply portion
2, to the secondary transfer device 49 of the image forming
portion 4. Furthermore, the discharge roller 33 discharges the
recording sheet 9 after image formation, onto a discharge tray
101 from a discharge port of the conveyance path 30.

The intermediate transfer belt 48 is an endless belt-like
member formed in the shape of a loop. The intermediate
transfer belt 48 is rotated in the state where it is suspended
between two rollers. In the image forming portion 4, the
single-color image forming portions 4x form images of
respective colors on the surface of the rotating intermediate
transfer belt 48. With this operation, the images of different
colors are overlaid and a color image is formed on the inter-
mediate transfer belt 48.

The secondary transfer device 49 transfers the toner image
formed on the intermediate transfer belt 48 to the recording
sheet 9. The secondary cleaning device 480 removes toner
that remains after the transfer by the secondary transfer
device 49, from the intermediate transfer belt 48. The fixing
portion 6 nips the recording sheet 9 with an image formed
thereon, between a heating roller 61, in which is embedded a
heater 611, and a pressure roller 62 and feeds the sheet to a
downstream process. In this operation, the fixing portion 6
heats the developer on the recording sheet 9 and fixes the
image to the recording sheet 9.

Each of the single-color image forming portions 4x
includes a photoconductor drum 41 that carries a toner image,
a charging device 42, a developing device 43, a primary
transfer device 45, and a primary cleaning device 47. The
photoconductor drum 41 is an example of the image carrier
that carries a toner image while rotating.

The photoconductor drums 41 rotate at a peripheral speed
(moving speed) that corresponds to a peripheral speed of the
intermediate transfer belt 48. The photoconductor drum 41
may be, for example, an organic photoconductor. In addition,
the photoconductor drum 41 may be an amorphous silicon
photoconductor.

In each of the single-color image forming portions 4x, the
photoconductor drum 41 rotates, and the charging device 42
uniformly charges the surface of the photoconductor drum
41. Furthermore, the optical scanning portion 5 writes an
electrostatic latent image on the charged surface of the pho-
toconductor drum 41 by scanning a laser beam thereon.

The developing device 43 develops the electrostatic latent
image by supplying the toner 91 to the photoconductor drum
41. The developing device 43 of the present embodiment
charges the toner 91 by stirring two-component developer 90
that includes the toner 91 and carrier 92, and supplies the
charged toner 91 to the photoconductor drum 41. It is noted
that the developing device 43 is an example of the developing
device.
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The carrier 92 is a granular material having magnetism.
The carrier 92 may be, for example, a granular material
including magnetic body particles which are each coated with
a film of synthetic resin such as epoxy resin.

The charging device 42 includes a charging roller 420 that
charges the photoconductor drum 41 before the electrostatic
latent image is written thereon.

As shown in FIG. 2, the developing device 43 includes a
developing tank 4300, a developing roller 430, a collecting
roller 431, a stirring member 437, and a blade 438. Further-
more, the developing device 43 includes a conveyance mag-
net 430M and a collection magnet 431M. The conveyance
magnet 430M is supported so as to be rotatable in the devel-
oping roller 430. The collection magnet 431M is supported so
as to be rotatable in the collecting roller 431.

The developing tank 4300 is a container for storing the
two-component developer 90. The developing roller 430, the
collecting roller 431, and the stirring member 437 rotate in the
developing tank 4300. Each of the developing roller 430 and
the collecting roller 431 is rotatably supported in the state of
being opposed to and not contacting the photoconductor
drum 41. The collecting roller 431 is supported at a position
more on the downstream side in the rotation direction of the
photoconductor drum 41 than the developing roller 430.

During the developing operation, the collecting roller 431
rotates in the same direction as the photoconductor drum 41,
and the developing roller 430 rotates in the reverse direction
to the photoconductor drum 41. As a result, the parts of the
outer circumferential surfaces of the developing roller 430
and the photoconductor drum 41 that correspond to each
other rotate in the same direction. In addition, the parts of the
outer circumferential surfaces of the collecting roller 431 and
the photoconductor drum 41 that correspond to each other
rotate in reverse directions to each other.

The stirring member 437 stirs the two-component devel-
oper 90 in the developing tank 4300. With this stirring, the
toner 91 is charged to a predetermined polarity. In addition,
the carrier 92 is charged to a polarity that is opposite to the
charging polarity of the toner 91. However, a part of the toner
91 may not be charged sufficiently, or may be charged to a
polarity that is opposite to a predetermined polarity. In the
following description, such part of the toner 91 is referred to
as a charging failure toner.

In the present embodiment, the developing roller 430 is an
example of the two-component developer carrier that carries
the stirred two-component developer 90. The developing
roller 430 supplies the charged toner 91 among the two-
component developer 90 carried thereby, to the photoconduc-
tor drum 41.

More specifically, the developing roller 430 adsorbs and
holds the carrier 92 by the action of the magnetic force of the
conveyance magnet 430M that is embedded in the developing
roller 430. Furthermore, the developing roller 430 moves the
toner 91 to the electrostatic latent image on the outer circum-
ferential surface of the photoconductor drum 41, by the action
of the applied developing bias. This allows the electrostatic
latent image to be developed as a toner image.

The blade 438 restricts the thickness of the two-component
developer 90 that has adhered to the surface of the developing
roller 430.

A bias is applied to the developing roller 430, wherein the
polarity of the potential difference of the bias to the electro-
static latent image on the photoconductor drum 41 is the same
as the charging polarity of the toner 91, and the polarity of the
potential difference of the bias to the part of the photocon-
ductor drum 41 other than the electrostatic latent image is
opposite to the charging polarity of the toner 91. As a result,
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the charged toner 91 adheres to the electrostatic latent image
on the photoconductor drum 41, but not to the other part. In
addition, the carrier 92 is held on the developing roller 430 by
the suction force of the conveyance magnet 430M.

There is a possibility, however, that a small amount of
carrier 92 may move to the photoconductor drum 41 against
the suction force of the conveyance magnet 430M. In addi-
tion, the charging failure toner may float between the devel-
oping roller 430 and the photoconductor drum 41, or adhere
to the part of the photoconductor drum 41 other than the
electrostatic latent image.

A bias is applied to the collecting roller 431, wherein the
polarity of the potential difference of the bias to the photo-
conductor drum 41 is the same as the charging polarity of the
toner 91. The bias applied to the collecting roller 431 allows
a force to act on the charging failure toner and the small
amount of carrier 92 that has moved to the photoconductor
drum 41 such that they are attracted toward the collecting
roller 431. Furthermore, the collection magnet 431M gener-
ates, inthe photoconductor drum 41 side, a magnetic field that
attracts the carrier 92.

As aresult, the collecting roller 431 attracts and collects the
charging failure toner and the carrier 92 that has moved to the
photoconductor drum 41.

Suppose, for example, that the electrostatic latent image on
the surface of the photoconductor drum 41 has a potential
difference of +100V and the other part of the surface of the
photoconductor drum 41 has a potential difference of +430V,
the developing vias that is the potential of the developing
roller 430 is +300V, and a collection vias that is the potential
of'the collecting roller 431 is +700V. In addition, the charging
polarity of the toner 91 is positive (+) and the charging polar-
ity of the carrier 92 is negative (-).

In the above-described case, the potential difference of the
collecting roller 431 to the photoconductor drum 41 is +270V
to +600V, and its polarity is the same as the charging polarity
of the toner 91. In this case, the carrier 92 that has moved to
the photoconductor drum 41 and the charging failure toner
that is present between the photoconductor drum 41 and the
collecting roller 431 are attracted toward the collecting roller
431 by the collection bias.

Furthermore, the carrier 92 and the charging failure toner
captured by the collecting roller 431 are separated from the
collecting roller 431 by the action of a same-polarity magne-
tized portion (the S3 pole and the S4 pole in FIG. 2) in the
collection magnet 431M embedded in the collecting roller
431. The carrier 92 and the charging failure toner separated
from the collecting roller 431 are collected in the developing
tank 4300 directly or after moving to the developing roller
430.

As shown in F1G. 2, the part of the collection magnet 431M
of the collecting roller 431 and the part of the conveyance
magnet 430M of the developing roller 430 that are opposed to
each other have poles of the same polarity (the S3 pole and the
S1 pole in FIG. 2).

Itis noted that if the part of the collection magnet 431M and
the part of the conveyance magnet 430M that are opposed to
each other have poles of different polarities, a magnetic brush
is formed between the poles. That is not desirable since devel-
opment of the toner 91 or the carrier 92 will occur between the
developing roller 430 and the collecting roller 431.

In the example shown in FIG. 2, the collecting roller 431 is
positioned above the developing roller 430. However, the
collecting roller 431 may be positioned below the developing
roller 430. In that case, too, the magnetic relationship
between the parts that are opposed to each other is the same as
that described above. However, when the collecting roller 431
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is positioned below the developing roller 430, the carrier 92
on the collecting roller 431 does not move to the developing
roller 430, but is directly collected in the developing tank
4300.

It is noted that a toner removing member that contacts the
collecting roller 431 may be provided in the case where only
the charging failure toner needs to be collected, but not the
carrier 92. The toner removing member mechanically
removes the charging failure toner from the collecting roller
431. The toner removing member is, for example, a scraper, a
brush, or a foamed roller.

[Configuration of Photoconductor Drum 41]

Next, the configuration of the photoconductor drum 41 is
described with reference to FIG. 3. The photoconductor drum
41 includes a base body and a coating layer, wherein the base
body includes a cylindrical outer circumferential surface
4115, and the coating layer is formed on the outer circumfer-
ential surface 411s and includes a charge transport material.
Hereinafter, the base body of the photoconductor drum 41 is
referred to as a drum base body 411, and the coating layer of
the photoconductor drum 41 is referred to as a drum coating
layer 412. The photoconductor drum 41 may be, for example,
an organic photoconductor.

The drum base body 411 is a cylindrical member that is
made of, for example, a metal whose main component is
aluminum. The drum coating layer 412 of the photoconductor
drum 41 is a thin-film layer including at least a charge trans-
port material. In the present embodiment, the drum coating
layer 412 is a photosensitive layer including a charge trans-
port material and a charge generation material. The charge
transport material may be, for example, a material that
includes a fluorenone-based compound, a nitro compound, a
hydrazone compound, an oxadiazole compound. a styryl-
based compound, a carbazole-based compound, or a pyrazo-
line-based compound.

It is noted that, as another adoptable configuration of the
photoconductor drum 41, the drum coating layer 412 and a
photosensitive layer may be formed individually, wherein the
drum coating layer 412 includes the charge transport material
and the photosensitive layer includes a photosensitive mate-
rial. In addition, as a still another adoptable configuration of
the photoconductor drum 41, the drum coating layer 412, a
photosensitive layer, and another coating layer may be
formed individually, wherein the drum coating layer 412
includes the charge transport material and the photosensitive
layer includes a photosensitive material. In that case, the
layers other than the drum coating layer 412 may be formed
by spray coating method.

The drum coating layer 412 is formed on the outer circum-
ferential surface 411s of the drum base body 411 by the
dipping method. In the formation process of the drum coating
layer 412 by the dipping method, the drum base body 411 is
dipped in a liquid that includes the material of the drum
coating layer 412, in a state where the drum base body 411 is
in a vertical attitude such that a first end 41.x of the drum base
body 411 faces down and a second end 41y, which is opposite
to the first end 41x in the longitudinal direction of the photo-
conductor drum 41, faces up. It is noted that the liquid includ-
ing the material of the drum coating layer 412 is an example
of'the first liquid.

FIG. 3 is a partially omitted cross-sectional view of the
photoconductor drum 41 on which the drum coating layer 412
has been formed by the dipping method. In the dipping pro-
cess, when the drum base body 411 is dipped in the liquid
while it is in the vertical attitude, a part of the drum coating
layer 412 on the first end 41x side tends to be larger in
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thickness than a part on the second end 41y side in the longi-
tudinal direction of the photoconductor drum 41.

The above-described thickness distribution tendency of the
drum coating layer 412 is prominently observed in a part 412x
on the first end 41x side and a part 412y on the second end 41y
side on the drum base body 411. Such a thickness distribution
tendency of the drum coating layer 412 is common to coating
layers that are formed by the dipping method on the surfaces
of the members having cylindrical outer circumferential sur-
faces.

In the photoconductor drum 41, the drum coating layer 412
is formed in an intermediate area on the outer circumferential
surface 4115 of the drum base body 411, excluding areas at
the opposite ends of the photoconductor drum 41. That is, the
drum coating layer 412 is not formed in the areas at the
opposite ends of the outer circumferential surface 411s of the
drum base body 411.

Meanwhile, as described above, the thickness of the drum
coating layer 412 formed on the outer circumferential surface
4115 of the drum base body 411 is uneven in the longitudinal
direction of the drum base body 411. That is, in the drum
coating layer 412, alower part in the dipping tends to be larger
in thickness than an upper part in the dipping.

As aresult, in the case where the drum coating layer 412 is
formed by the dipping method, when a cylindrical carrier
collecting roller of a typical type is adopted, the distance
between the outer circumferential surfaces of the photocon-
ductor drum 41 and the cylindrical carrier collecting roller
becomes uneven in the longitudinal direction thereof.

That is, the distance between the outer circumferential
surfaces of the photoconductor drum 41 and the cylindrical
carrier collecting roller is larger in an area where the drum
coating layer 412 is thin than in an area where the drum
coating layer 412 is thick. As a result, the performance of
collecting the carrier 92 is degraded in the area where the
distance between the outer circumferential surfaces of the
photoconductor drum 41 and the cylindrical carrier collecting
roller is large. Not limited to the carrier collecting roller, this
problem may also occur to a toner collecting roller that col-
lects the charging failure toner that has failed to move from
the developing device 43 to the photoconductor drum 41.

On the other hand, the image forming apparatus 10 can
solve the above-described problem since the collecting roller
431 is configured as described below. That is, according to the
image forming apparatus 10, in the case where the drum
coating layer 412 of the photoconductor drum 41 is formed by
the dipping method, it is possible to prevent degradation of
the performance of the collecting roller 431 of the developing
device 43 in collecting particles of the carrier 92 of the two-
component developer 90 or the charging failure toner.

[Configuration of Collecting Roller 431]

Next, the configuration of the collecting roller 431 is
described with reference to FIG. 4. FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional
view of the photoconductor drum 41, the developing roller
430, and the collecting roller 431 in the image forming por-
tion 4.

The collecting roller 431 includes a collecting roller base
body 4311 and a collecting roller coating layer 4312, wherein
the collecting roller base body 4311 includes a cylindrical
outer circumferential surface 4311s, and the collecting roller
coating layer 4312 is formed on the outer circumferential
surface 4311s. Furthermore, the collecting roller 431 includes
a shaft portion 4313 that passes through the collecting roller
base body 4311 in the longitudinal direction thereof. As a
result, the collecting roller base body 4311 is cylindrical.

The shaft portion 4313 of the collecting roller 431 is rotat-
ably supported by a support portion (not shown). The collect-
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ing roller 431 is supported in the non-contact state where the
outer circumferential surface of the collecting roller 431 is
separated away from the outer circumferential surface of the
photoconductor drum 41 by a small distance.

As one example, disk-shaped spacers 4314 that are respec-
tively attached to opposite ends of the shaft portion 4313 of
the collecting roller 431 contact the outer circumferential
surface 411s of the drum base body 411 respectively at oppo-
site ends thereof. The disk-shaped spacers 4314 maintain a
constant distance between the photoconductor drum 41 and
the collecting roller 431. The disk-shaped spacers 4314 con-
tact the photoconductor drum 41 at opposite areas outside the
image forming area.

In addition, the photoconductor drum 41 and the collecting
roller 431 are rotatably supported in the state where a rotation
center line 41¢ of the photoconductor drum 41 and a rotation
center line 431c¢ of the collecting roller 431 are parallel to
each other.

The collecting roller coating layer 4312 is formed on the
outer circumferential surface 4311s of the collecting roller
base body 4311 by the dipping method. As one example, the
collecting roller coating layer 4312 is formed on the most
outside of the outer circumferential surface 4311s of the
collecting roller base body 4311.

The collecting roller coating layer 4312 formed by the
dipping method is thinner in layer thickness than formed by
the spray coating method. This makes it possible to make the
collecting roller 431 closer to the photoconductor drum 41.
As a result, the efficiency of the collecting roller 431 in
collecting the carrier 92 and the charging failure toner is
increased.

In the dipping process for forming the collecting roller
coating layer 4312, the collecting roller base body 4311 is
dipped in a liquid that includes the material of the collecting
roller coating layer 4312, in a state where the collecting roller
base body 4311 is in a vertical attitude such that a first end
431x of the collecting roller base body 4311 faces down and
a second end 431y, which is opposite to the first end 431x in
the longitudinal direction of the collecting roller base body,
faces up. Itis noted that the liquid including the material of the
collecting roller coating layer 4312 is an example of the
second liquid.

The collecting roller base body 4311 is a cylindrical mem-
ber that is made of, for example, a metal whose main com-
ponent is aluminum. The collecting roller coating layer 4312
includes, for example, a layer of alcohol-soluble nylon and
conductive powder that is distributed in the layer of alcohol-
soluble nylon. In this case, the conductive powder may be
titanium oxide powder.

When the collecting roller coating layer 4312 including
alcohol-soluble nylon is formed on the most outside layer of
the collecting roller 431, the collected carrier 92 and charging
failure toner are easily removed from the collecting roller
431. As a result, the captured particles are prevented from
accumulating on the surface of the collecting roller 431, and
the captured particles are collected in the developing tank
4300 in a more reliable manner.

In the collecting roller 431, opposite ends of the collecting
roller base body 4311 are fixed to the shaft portion 4313 by
fixing members 4315.

When the collecting roller base body 4311 is made of a
metal whose main component is aluminum, the outer circum-
ferential surface 4311s of the collecting roller base body 4311
may be an alumite layer formed by an oxidization treatment
of' alumimum. In that case, the collecting roller coating layer
4312 is formed directly above the alumite layer. This gener-
ates the so-called anchor effect and makes it difficult for the
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collecting roller coating layer 4312 to be removed from the
collecting roller base body 4311.

The following describes a specific example of the method
of forming the collecting roller coating layer 4312. First, a
process is performed to form an oxidized film on the surface
of'the collecting roller base body 4311 before the formation of
the collecting roller coating layer 4312.

As one example, an alumite treatment is performed to form
an alumite layer on the outer circumferential surface 4311s of
the collecting roller base body 4311 that is made of a metal
whose main component is aluminum. In this alumite treat-
ment, the alumite layer that is approximately 10 micrometer
thick is formed.

Furthermore, a heat treatment process is performed on the
alumite layer that is the oxidized film formed on the collecting
roller base body 4311. In the heat treatment process, heating
to a predetermined constant temperature is continued for a
predetermined time period. This makes it possible to generate
cracks in a uniformed manner over the whole area of the
alumite layer of the collecting roller base body 4311. As one
example, in the heat treatment process, the alumite layer is
heated to a temperature of approximately 120° C. for a time
period of more than 10 minutes.

The heat treatment process for the alumite layer is per-
formed for the purpose of causing cracks to be generated on
the alumite layer in advance before the dipping process for the
collecting roller coating layer 4312. This prevents cracks
from being newly generated on the alumite layer of the col-
lecting roller base body 4311 in the drying process of the
collecting roller coating layer 4312 that is executed later.

Furthermore, the dipping process is performed on the outer
circumferential surface 4311s of the collecting roller base
body 4311 on which the alumite layer has been formed, so
that a resin coating layer is formed thereon. In this dipping
process, the collecting roller base body 4311 is, in the above-
mentioned vertical attitude, dipped in a mixed liquid that
includes a binding resin and a conductive powder.

As one example, the binding resin may be alcohol-soluble
nylon and the conductive powder may be titanium oxide
powder. In addition, the dispersion medium of the mixed
liquid may be 800 pts.wt. methanol. In that case, the mixed
liquid is obtained by mixing the nylon, the titanium oxide and
the 800 pts.wt. methanol with, for example, 1.0 mm diameter
zirconia beads.

Finally, a drying process is performed to dry the conductive
resin coating layer that has been formed on the collecting
roller base body 4311 in the dipping process. As one example,
in the drying process, the conductive resin coating layer is
dried for approximately 10 minutes in an environment of
approximately 130° C. In this process, the collecting roller
coating layer 4312 with a thickness of approximately 2-11
micrometers is obtained.

Meanwhile, when cracks are generated in the alumite layer
during the drying process, the conductive powder is likely to
be distributed unevenly in the resin coating layer by the influ-
ence of the convection.

As described above, however, when cracks are generated
on the alumite layer in advance during the heat treatment
process, it is possible to prevent cracks from being newly
generated on the alumite layer during the drying process. As
a result, in the drying process, the conductive powder is
evenly distributed in the resin coating layer. This makes it
possible to form the collecting roller coating layer 4312 as a
homogeneous layer.

As is the case with the drum coating layer 412, a part of the
collecting roller coating layer 4312 on the first end 431x side
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tends to be larger in thickness than a part on the second end
431y side in the longitudinal direction of the collecting roller
431.

As shown in FIG. 4, the collecting roller 431 is supported
in the state where the collecting roller 431 and the photocon-
ductor drum 41 are opposed to each other and the first end
431x of the collecting roller base body 4311 and the second
end 41y of the drum base body 411 face the same direction.

In the image forming apparatus 10, the photoconductor
drum 41 and the collecting roller 431 are disposed such that
they are reversely arranged with respect to the thickness dis-
tribution tendency of the coating layer in the longitudinal
direction, namely, such that a part of the photoconductor
drum 41 where the coating layer is thick is opposite to a part
of'the collecting roller 431 where the coating layer is thick in
the longitudinal direction of the photoconductor drum 41. In
this case, the thickness distribution of the drum coating layer
412 and the thickness distribution of the collecting roller
coating layer 4312 cancel each other. As a result, the distance
between the outer circumferential surfaces of the collecting
roller 431 and the photoconductor drum 41 becomes approxi-
mately even in the longitudinal direction of the collecting
roller 431, with, in particular, no area where the distance is
large.

Consequently, in the case where the drum coating layer 412
of the photoconductor drum 41 is formed by the dipping
method, it is possible to prevent degradation of the perfor-
mance ofthe collecting roller 431 in collecting particles of the
carrier 92 of the two-component developer 90 or the charging
failure toner. It is thus possible to prevent particles of the
carrier 92 or the charging failure toner from scattering.

The effectiveness of the configuration and disposition of
the photoconductor drum 41 and the collecting roller 431
shown in FIG. 4 was confirmed by, for example, an evaluation
experiment for comparing an evaluation-target apparatus and
a comparison apparatus, as described in the following. The
evaluation-target apparatus is the image forming apparatus 10
that has adopted the configuration and disposition of the
photoconductor drum 41 and the collecting roller 431 that are
shown in FIG. 4. On the other hand, the comparison apparatus
is an image forming apparatus in which the drum coating
layer 412 has been formed on the photoconductor drum 41 by
the dipping method, and the collecting roller coating layer
4312 has not been formed on the collecting roller.

The only difference between the evaluation-target appara-
tus and the comparison apparatus was whether the collecting
roller coating layer 4312 was present or absent on the collect-
ing roller. Otherwise, they had the same configuration, and
the same operation conditions were applied to both of them. It
is noted that in both of the evaluation-target apparatus and the
comparison apparatus, the photoconductor drum 41 and the
collecting roller were connected to a rotation driving portion
only at positions on the side of the first end 41x of the drum
base body 411.

In the comparison apparatus, the toner 91 had already
scattered inside the apparatus when an image formation was
performed on 10,000 pieces of recording sheets 9. On the
other hand, in the evaluation-target apparatus, scattering of
the toner 91 of a recognizable level did not occur even after
the image formation was performed on 10,000 pieces of
recording sheets 9.

[Configuration of Developing Roller 430]

Next, the configuration of the developing roller 430 is
described with reference to FIG. 4. Similar to the collecting
roller 431, the developing roller 430 includes a developing
roller base body 4301 and a developing roller coating layer
4302, wherein the developing roller base body 4301 includes
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a cylindrical outer circumferential surface 4301s, and the
developing roller coating layer 4302 is formed on the outer
circumferential surface 4301s. Furthermore, the developing
roller 430 includes a shaft portion 4303 that passes through
the developing roller base body 4301 in the longitudinal
direction thereof. As a result, the developing roller base body
4301 is cylindrical.

The shaft portion 4303 of the developing roller 430 is
rotatably supported by a support portion (not shown). The
developing roller 430 is supported in a non-contact state
where the outer circumferential surface of the developing
roller 430 is separated away from the outer circumferential
surface of the photoconductor drum 41 by a small distance. It
is noted that in FIG. 4, the cross sections of the collecting
roller 431 and the developing roller 430 are taken along
planes of different directions, respectively.

As one example, two disk-shaped spacers 4304 are
attached to the shaft portion 4303 of the developing roller 430
so that the disk-shaped spacers 4304 contact the outer circum-
ferential surface 411s of the drum base body 411 at opposite
ends thereof, respectively. The disk-shaped spacers 4304
maintain a constant distance between the photoconductor
drum 41 and the developing roller 430. The disk-shaped
spacers 4304 contact the photoconductor drum 41 at areas
outside opposite ends of the image forming area.

In addition, the photoconductor drum 41 and the develop-
ing roller 430 are rotatably supported in the state where the
rotation center line 41¢ of the photoconductor drum 41 and a
rotation center line 430c¢ of the developing roller 430 are
parallel to each other.

The developing roller coating layer 4302 is formed on the
outer circumferential surface 4301s of the developing roller
base body 4301 by the dipping method. As one example, the
developing roller coating layer 4302 is formed on the most
outside of the outer circumferential surface 4301s of the
developing roller base body 4301.

The developing roller coating layer 4302 formed by the
dipping method is thinner in layer thickness than formed by
the spray coating method. As a result, the charge accumula-
tion is difficult to occur on the surface layer of the developing
roller 430, and the movement state of the toner 91 from the
developing roller 430 to the photoconductor drum 41 varies
by a small amount. As a result, the variation of image density
is restricted, and image quality becomes stable.

In the formation process of the developing roller coating
layer 4302 by the dipping method, the developing roller base
body 4301 is dipped in a liquid that includes the material of
the developing roller coating layer 4302, in a state where the
developing roller base body 4301 is in a vertical attitude such
that a first end 430x of the developing roller base body 4301
faces down and a second end 430y, which is opposite to the
first end 430x in the longitudinal direction of the developing
roller base body 4301, faces up. It is noted that the liquid
including the material of the developing roller coating layer
4302 is an example of the third liquid.

In the dipping process, when the developing roller base
body 4301 is dipped in the liquid while it is in the vertical
attitude, a part of the developing roller coating layer 4302 on
the first end 430 side tends to be larger in thickness than a part
on the second end 430y side in the longitudinal direction of
the developing roller 430.

The developing roller base body 4301 is a cylindrical mem-
ber that is made of, for example, a metal whose main com-
ponent is aluminum. The developing roller coating layer 4302
is a coating layer formed on the outer circumferential surface
4301s of the developing roller base body 4301. The develop-
ing roller coating layer 4302 includes, for example, a layer of
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alcohol-soluble nylon and conductive powder that is distrib-
uted in the layer of alcohol-soluble nylon. In this case, the
conductive powder may be titanium oxide powder.

In the developing roller 430, opposite ends of the develop-
ing roller base body 4301 are fixed to the shaft portion 4303
by fixing members 4305.

When the developing roller base body 4301 is made of a
metal whose main component is aluminum, the outer circum-
ferential surface 4301s of the developing roller base body
4301 may be an alumite layer formed by an oxidization treat-
ment of aluminum. In that case, the developing roller coating
layer 4302 is formed directly above the alumite layer. This
generates the so-called anchor effect and makes it difficult for
the developing roller coating layer 4302 to be removed from
the developing roller base body 4301.

The developing roller coating layer 4302 is formed by the
same method as the method for forming the collecting roller
coating layer 4312.

As shown in FIG. 4, the developing roller 430 is supported
in the state where the developing roller 430 and the photo-
conductor drum 41 are opposed to each other and the first end
430x of the developing roller base body 4301 and the second
end 41y of the drum base body 411 face the same direction. As
a result, the developing roller 430 is supported in the state
where the first end 430x of the developing roller base body
4301 and the first end 431x of the collecting roller base body
4311 face the same direction.

That is, the photoconductor drum 41 and the developing
roller 430 are disposed such that they are reversely arranged
with respect to the thickness distribution tendency of the
coating layer in the longitudinal direction, namely, such that
apart of the photoconductor drum 41 where the coating layer
is thick is opposite to a part of the developing roller 430 where
the coating layer is thick in the longitudinal direction of the
photoconductor drum 41. In this case, the thickness distribu-
tion of the drum coating layer 412 and the thickness distribu-
tion of the developing roller coating layer 4302 cancel each
other. As a result, the distance between the outer circumfer-
ential surfaces of the developing roller 430 and the photocon-
ductor drum 41 becomes approximately even in the longitu-
dinal direction of the developing roller 430, with, in
particular, no area where the distance is large. As a result, the
variation of developing density in the longitudinal direction
of the photoconductor drum 41 is restricted.

Second Embodiment

Next, a description is given of a developing device 43A of
an image processing apparatus according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure with reference to FIG.
5. FIG. 5 is a configuration diagram of the photoconductor
drum 41 and the developing device 43 A. In FIG. 5, the same
components as those shown in FIGS. 1-4 are assigned the
same reference signs. The following describes the difference
of'the developing device 43 A ofthe second embodiment from
the developing device 43.

In the developing device 43A of the image forming appa-
ratus according to the second embodiment, the configuration
of'the collecting roller 431 and the developing roller 430 and
the direction thereof relative to the photoconductor drum 41
are the same as those in the developing device 43.

The developing device 43 A is different from the develop-
ing device 43 in that it does not include the collection magnet
431M and the conveyance magnet 430M, but includes a mag-
netic roller 432 and an intermediate conveyance magnet
432M. The intermediate conveyance magnet 432M is fixed to
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the inside of the magnetic roller 432. Furthermore, the devel-
oping device 43 A includes a blade 438A instead of the blade
438.

The developing device 43A that includes the magnetic
roller 432 and the developing roller 430 is a device that
develops the electrostatic latent image on the surface of the
photoconductor drum 41 by the so-called interactive touch-
down method. In the developing device 43A, the collecting
roller 431 collects the charging failure toner on the photocon-
ductor drum 41 side. Furthermore, the charging failure toner
on the collecting roller 431 is removed from the collecting
roller 431 by a toner removing member 439 that is in contact
with the surface of the collecting roller 431, and is collected
in the developing tank 4300 via the magnetic roller 432.

The intermediate conveyance magnet 432M provided
inside the magnetic roller 432 attracts, by its magnetic force,
the two-component developer 90 that has been stirred by the
stirring member 437. This allows the magnetic roller 432 to
carry the stirred two-component developer 90 on its surface.
In the present embodiment, the magnetic roller 432 is an
example of the two-component developer carrier that carries
the two-component developer 90.

The blade 438A restricts the thickness of the two-compo-
nent developer 90 that has adhered to the surface of the
magnetic roller 432.

The magnetic roller 432 supplies the toner 91 among the
two-component developer 90 carried thereby, to the develop-
ing roller 430. The magnetic roller 432 adsorbs and holds the
carrier 92 by the magnetic force of the intermediate convey-
ance magnet 432M that is embedded in the magnetic roller
432.

A bias is applied to the magnetic roller 432 such that a
potential difference is generated between the magnetic roller
432 and the developing roller 430. By the action of the bias,
the magnetic roller 432 moves only the charged toner 91,
among the two-component developer 90 carried thereby, to
the developing roller 430.

The developing roller 430, by the action of the applied
developing bias, moves the toner 91 to the electrostatic latent
image on the outer circumferential surface of the photocon-
ductor drum 41. This allows the electrostatic latent image to
be developed as a toner image.

In the present embodiment, too, the photoconductor drum
41 and the collecting roller 431 are disposed such that they are
reversely arranged with respect to the thickness distribution
tendency of the coating layer in the longitudinal direction,
namely, such that a part of the photoconductor drum 41 where
the coating layer is thick is opposite to a part of the collecting
roller 431 where the coating layer is thick in the longitudinal
direction of the photoconductor drum 41. As a result, the
distance between the outer circumferential surfaces of the
collecting roller 431 and the photoconductor drum 41
becomes approximately even in the longitudinal direction of
the collecting roller 431, with, in particular, no area where the
distance is large. As a result, the present embodiment pro-
duces the same effect as the first embodiment.

[Application Examples]

The developing devices 43,43 A may be applied to a mono-
chrome image forming apparatus. In addition, the collecting
roller 431 may be applied to a developing device of a one-
component developing system that develops the electrostatic
latent image by using one-component developer that does not
include the carrier 92.

It is noted that the image forming apparatus of the present
disclosure may be configured by freely combining, within the
scope of claims, the above-described embodiments and appli-
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cation examples, or by modifying the embodiments and
application examples or omitting a part thereof.

It is to be understood that the embodiments herein are
illustrative and not restrictive, since the scope of the disclo-
sure is defined by the appended claims rather than by the
description preceding them, and all changes that fall within
metes and bounds of the claims, or equivalence of such metes
and bounds thereof are therefore intended to be embraced by
the claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. An image forming apparatus comprising:
a photoconductor drum configured to carry a toner image
while rotating; and
a developing portion including a developing roller and a
collecting roller, wherein
the photoconductor drum includes:
a drum base body having a cylindrical outer circumfer-
ential surface; and
adrum coating layer formed on the outer circumferential
surface of the drum base body and including a charge
transport material,
the drum coating layer has been formed by a dipping
method in which the drum base body is dipped in a first
liquid in a state where the drum base body is in a vertical
attitude such that a first end of the drum base body faces
down and a second end of the drum base body faces up,
the developing roller supplies charged toner to the photo-
conductor drum,
the collecting roller is rotatably supported, in a state of not
contacting the photoconductor drum, at a position more
on a downstream side in a rotation direction of the pho-
toconductor drum than the developing roller, a bias
being applied to the collecting roller, a polarity of a
potential difference of the bias to the photoconductor
drum being same as a charging polarity of the toner,
the collecting roller includes:
a collecting roller base body having a cylindrical outer
circumferential surface; and
a collecting roller coating layer formed on the outer
circumferential surface of the collecting roller base
body,
the collecting roller coating layer has been formed by the
dipping method in which the collecting roller base body
is dipped in a second liquid in a state where the collect-
ing roller base body is in a vertical attitude such that a
first end of the collecting roller base body faces down
and a second end of the collecting roller base body faces
up, and
the collecting roller is supported in a state where the col-
lecting roller and the photoconductor drum are opposed
to each other and the first end of the collecting roller base
body and the second end of the drum base body face a
same direction.
2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein
the collecting roller coating layer includes a layer of alco-
hol-soluble nylon and conductive powder that is distrib-
uted in the layer of alcohol-soluble nylon.
3. The image forming apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein
the conductive powder is titanium oxide powder.
4. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein
the developing roller includes:
a developing roller base body having a cylindrical outer
circumferential surface; and
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a developing roller coating layer formed on the outer
circumferential surface of the developing roller base
body,

the developing roller coating layer has been formed by the
dipping method in which the developing roller base
body is dipped in a third liquid in a state where the
developing roller base body is in a vertical attitude such
that a first end of the developing roller base body faces
down and a second end of the developing roller base
body faces up, and

the developing roller is supported in a state where the
developing roller and the photoconductor drum are
opposed to each other and the first end of the developing
roller base body and the second end of the drum base
body face a same direction.

#* #* #* #* #*
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